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Everyone has a story of how they came to relax and enjoy “The Water-Way-of-Life” at 
Green Turtle Bay. Whether we have power boats, sailboats, houseboats, pontoon boats or 
no boats, we all have come to GTB to be close to the water and have the camaraderie of 
“boaters.” Some grew up in the area, some were tired of the Ozarks and some ventured to 

GTB via the water and stayed. For Marcia and me, the journey was a little different.

Our story of • nding GTB started in early 2005, six months before we retired. We started with the idea that we wanted a 
power boat after retirement versus the sailboat we were accustomed to. During that six month period we planed on mov-
ing from our Michigan home and the Great Lakes area to land locked West Virginia. Furthermore, we established a set of 
general speci• cations for our dream boat. It had to be X size, single diesle, built “hell-for-stout” and affordable. Having not 
yet found such vessel, we decided we needed a place to dock this yet discovered dream ship.

Well, wouldn’t you know it, we ended up living almost equal distance (400 miles) from our Great Lakes cruising ground, 
Chesapeake Bay (our former dock partners sailing ground) and some lakes in Western Kentucky, called Barkley and 
Kentucky. All beckoned in some way. Searching the internet, we discovered these “lakes” were rather large and part of the 
inland waterways of the Midwest and eastern U.S. This was important since our original vision was to do “The Great Loop.” 
Further internet searches produced several marinas in the lakes area, Green Turtle Bay being one of them.

Four days after retirement, we showed up at the GTB marina of• ce on July 4th weekend, 2005. We met Bill Gary IV, and 
inquired about dockage and facilities. Naturally, Bill wanted to know about our boat, i.e., length, width and etc. We told him 
we didn’t have a boat yet, were still looking and would need dockage when we found one. An escort down the guest docks 
to see Bill Huffman then followed. Nothing came of that meeting except we learned what we didn’t want in our boat. We 
thank Bill H. today for taking his time to show us different power boat alternatives. This was so important since we had never 
owned a power boat and had seldom even been aboard one. After spending time talking to people on the docks, driving 
around GTB and Grand Rivers, we decided that maybe, just maybe this was the place to come and enjoy “The Water-Way-
of-Life” during our retirement years.

A year and three months later, Silver Lady arrived via truck 
transport at Green Turtle Bay Boat Works. The peril of • nding, 
purchasing, shipping and documenting this Canadian built ves-
sel is a story in itself for another time. Upon arrival in the late 
afternoon (quitting time) the Boat Works crew off-loaded the 
Lady without complaint. Our treatment by the Boat Works crew 
was exceptional. After upgrades and additions over the winter to 
make the boat more comfortable, our boat was launched on May 
7, 2007.

Silver Lady and crew have found a home at GTB. Marcia and I 
were welcomed on day one, even before owning a boat. We were 
welcomed upon arrival at the Boat Works and we were welcomed on the • rst night we walked into Commonwealth Yacht 
Club. Green Turtle Bay Resort is “The Water-Way-of-Life.” Because of this, the “Loop” is out. Pier 4, slip 17 is in! Thanks for 
having us.

Finding The
“Water-Way-of-Life”

by Stuart “Stu” and Marcia Schwalm

ed on the • rst night we walked into Commonwealth Yacht 
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Something Old &     Something New

An antique lamp...just something old, until it is bought and placed in an honored spot in someone’s home, where it stands 
as the “something new” that was added to the decor. There are two antique shops in downtown Grand Rivers, and they are 
alike, and yet, very different.

Located right next door to So Cool, Canoe Antiques is owned and operated by Linda Ray, whom you can often • nd seated 
in front of her store as she enjoys the afternoon sun and the folks strolling through town. Linda specializes in kerosene 
lamps and lamp parts, but also offers other glassware and decorative items. Her supply of German bowls and English plates 
draw people back again and again. As for the lamps, she keeps an inventory of the complete lamps, wicks, globes, chim-
neys and burners, and says that she “sells everything except the kerosene and the match.”

Before coming to Grand Rivers with her husband, Tommy Ray in 1973, the two of them owned and operated the Hob Nob 
Restaurant in Paducah, Ky. Upon their arrival in the “Village Between the Lakes,” Linda opened Canoe Barbecue & Antiques 
where the antique store currently stands. Of her barbecue business, Linda asks; “Have you ever heard of anybody going out 
of business because they had too many customers? Well, that’s what happened to me.” Tommy had passed away in 1989 
and in 1991, Linda concluded that she just couldn’t do the restaurant by herself, so Canoe Barbecue & Antiques simply 
dropped the barbecue.

It is now 18 years later, and Canoe Antiques is still located in the same building, offering the specialty antiques, still owned 
and operated by one of Grand Rivers most beloved citizens, Linda Ray.

An antique lamp...just something old, until 
as the “something new” that was added to

Story & Photos by Bill Gary IV
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Something Old &     Something New
Cattycorner and across the street from Canoe Antiques is the Grand Rivers Antiques Mall, owned by Mark and Sherry 
Newcomb. As the term “mall’ in the name implies, the building actually houses about ten different vendors, each of whom 
rent space from Mark and Sherry to sell their speci• c antique and specialty items. Along with those vendors, Mark keeps a 
section of the store for his own passions in guns, knives and coins. Mark has also built a reputation as a specialty jeweler, 
having designed and created many unique jewelry items, and done many, many repairs and stone re-settings.

Grand Rivers Antiques Mall has been open since 1995, and is managed by Lecia Thomas, whom you can • nd in the store 
almost every day. Lecia has been in the shop, • rst as a space renter, and now as the manager of the entire store, since 
1997.

As for Mark’s passions in guns, knives and coins, not only does he keep a varied inventory of ri• es, pistols and 
shotguns, but he also buys and trades with customers who have items that he thinks would 

be of interest to his other patrons. And, he can often special order a gun of 
choice for the customer who knows exactly what he’s looking 
for, but Mark doesn’t have in stock.

For your own “mall” experience - sans the waves of wanter-
ing teenagers normally associated with that term “mall” - come 
visit Mark, Sherry and Lecia, and • nd that specialty item that 
can make a house feel like home. For a little personal adorn-
ment, metion this article, and receive a 10% discount on any item 
purchased from Mark’s beautiful jewelry counter.

As for Mark’s passions in guns, knives and coins, no
shotguns, but he also buys and tra

be of interest to 
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Sun• sh Sailing Program Underway
The Commonwealth Yacht Club’s Sun• sh Sailing program is well on 
its way to being ready for action. Twelve people arrived ready to work 
on the newly acquired Sun• sh on May 9th. The second-hand ves-
sels received prep for new paint and will be ship-shape in time for the 
upcoming boating season.

The new program will be held at the Green Turtle Bay beach and will 
be offered on Saturdays and Sundays beginning the weekend of May 
29th. Boats may be checked out to Sun• sh Sailing Club members 
and Resort Guests during two daily sessions: 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
or 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM. Resort Guests will be given priority to use the 
club boats during the beach program hours on Satuday and Sunday. 
In the event there are boats not in use by a Resort Guest during the 
beach program hours, club members may use the club boats.

For more information about becoming a member of the Sun• sh Sailing Club, please visit the CYC Club site at www.cycgtb.
com or visit the new social network site at www.sun• sh• eet.ning.com where you will • nd a answers to all questions regard-
ing the program as well as fees and applications.

Grand Rivers Quilt Show 
2009 Winner
This year’s winner of the Grand Rivers Quillt Show held April 22 through 25th 
was Larry Krohn of Princeton, Indiana.

The Grand Rivers Quilt Show coincides with the Annual Quilt Show and Contest 
held in Paducah. The show is held at the Grand Rivers Community Center and 
has become a “must-see” add-on for visitors to the area.

Grand Rivers Farmers
Market Opens
The Grand Rivers Farmers Market is now open for 
business. Located at Moodie Tackle Company in 
downtown, the market boasts fresh produce and 
plants from Livingston County farmers. The market is 
open each Saturday from 10 AM to 3 PM.
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Happy Birthday Wishes:  

Dry Stack: Katie Stout (6/7), Jane Black (6/11), 
Karen Edwards (6/18), Cassie Edwards (6/20), 
Will Edwards (6/28

Jetty One: Nick Wirwa (6/22)

Jetty Two: Beth Sparks (6/13)

Jetty Three: Sonny Sticker (6/2), Emily Hall 
(6/2)

Pier Four: Johan Wallin (6/2) & Brenda Wallin 
(6/9), Jan Guard (6/5), Andy Poe (6/8)

Pier Five: Christian Curtis (6/2), Bonnie Field 
(6/3), Trish Thomas (6/26), Robby Elikifer (6/29)

Pier Six: Marti May (6/4), Steve Mayes (6/7)

Pier Eight: Katie Wright (6/7), Mike Drury (6/7)  

Pier Nine A: Mary Hart (6/7)

Pier Nine B: Kathy Ferrell (6/4)

Piers Nine C, Ten, & Eleven: No June 
Birthdays

Pier Twelve: Tyler Brubaker (6/15)

Happy Anniversary Wishes:  

6/2    Ben & Joni Hogancamp, Pier 5

6/2    Bob & Diane Bingham, Pier 10

6/5    David & Sharon Wilson, Pier 6

6/6    David & Janet Rittenhouse, Pier 11

6/13  Rich & Caroly Obremski, Jetty 1

6/14  Bill & Kathy Massey, Jetty 1

6/15  Paul & Kate DeMay, Pier 11

6/18  Steve & Annette Shores, Pier 10

6/19  Rick & Carol Boger, Jetty 1

6/20  Clarence “Bud” & Helen Crafton, Pier 12

6/21  Duane & Rene Statler, Pier 10

6/22  Carl & Carol Wirwa, Jetty 1

6/23  Kevin & Patty Feather, Pier 4

6/24  Bryan & Tracy Hood, Pier 5

6/24  Dave & Jennifer Wahle, Pier 5

6/25  Mark & Jan Guard, Pier 4

6/26  Paul & Kamile Stitch, Pier 6

6/26  Greg & Joy Gager, Pier 6

6/27  Vance & Margaret Kline, Jetty 2

6/28  Greg & Vickie Johnson, Pier 5

6/30  Terry & Sally West, Pier 9A

GTB Marina Celebrates!

June
 5th Goodson Rehersal at Conference Center
 6th Goodson Wedding at GTB Pavilion
 6-15th True Course Captain's Course at Cnfc Center
15-18th CSI at Conference Center
19-20th Gough Family Reunion at Conference Center
21-25th Kaminski Family Reunion at GTB Pavilion
25-27th Goetz Event at GTB Pavilion
25-28th True Course Master Upgrade at Cnfc Center
26th West KY Regional Chamber Meeting at CYC
29th Nunn Better Business Retreat

July
 3rd Petzoldt Family Reunion at Conference Center
 3rd Rice Wedding at Wedding Pavilion 
 3rd  July 4th Party at CYC featuring ªCritical Conditionº
 4th  CYC Flag Retirement Ceremony
 4th  Fireworks at the Dam
10th Besand 50th Anniversary Party
11th Northington Wedding and Reception
11th  CYC Board of Directors Meeting
14th & 15th CSI Business Retreat
16th - 19th River Queen's Annual Retreat
17th & 18th Shinneman Family Reunion
18th  CYC Poker Run
18th  CYC Seafood Nite & Party featuring ªMarti Mayº
21st-24th O'Charley's Corporate Business Retreat
24th & 25th Bennie/Jacobs Family Reunion
24th - 26th Anderson Family Reunion
31st  CYC Cruise to Clarksville

 Upcoming Events

 Dock Tips & Reminders
Summer is here and it’s a good time to remind all slipholders...

A pier gate with a lock is no good if it is left propped open.

After using the dock carts, PLEASE return them so that others can 
use them. Especially if taken from another pier.

Take your trash to the dumpsters. Please close the dumpster lid 
when you are done, and do not leave trash outside of your boat. 
This is to help deter racoons who can be very destructive. Also, 
trash on the docks draws bugs. Please advise kids to not leave 
trash outside the dumpster, but to put it IN the dumpster.

Keep valuable dock equipment locked up.



Commonwealth Yacht Club 
N E W S L E T T E R

- Mark Sunderman, Commodore
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From the Vice Commodore...
- Butch Jones, Vice Commodore

The Commodore’s Message

LIVING UNDER OUR FLAG
As many of you, I grew up in the 60’s and 70’s listening to rock and roll but occasionally I would hear the 
lyrics of a country song that just stuck in my mind. John Rich has a song titled “The good Lord and the 
Man” that is one of those songs. He tells a story about his grandfather going to war during WWII. The re-
frain is the part I like, it goes, “If it wasn’t for the good Lord and the man, wouldn’t be a breath of freedom 
in this land. I see people on my TV taking shots at Uncle Sam, I hope they always remember why they 
can ‘cause if wasn’t for the good Lord and the man, we’d be speaking German and living under a • ag of 
Japan.”

The Stars and Stripes, Old Glory, The Red, White and Blue, our American • ag, whatever we choose to call it, as children in school we 
all faithfully stood and pledged our allegiance to the • ag, but we probably didn’t understand its semblance until we had experienced a 
bit more life. In the Marine Corps all activity stoped as our colors were either raised or lowered and we all saluted the • ag. I believe that 
a majority of Americans have a deep patriotic pride for their country and its standard, the • ag. Even though this love for our • ag isn’t 
the topic of normal dinner conversation, it is just ready to push its way to the surface whenever we feel the need. It is our symbol of our 
history, our strength and our determination to overcome. We all remember how we felt when our country was attacked on 9-11. This 
was one of those times during our lifetime just as was December 7, 1941 was to our parents and grandparents when Pearl Harbor was 
attacked. We came together as a country, as a people, united in our resolve to defeat our enemies and preserve our republic.

The Commonwealth Yacht club will be having a Flag retirement ceremony on the 4th of July. Please bring your old and tattered • ags 
to this ceremony so that they can be retired with dignity and respect. You can • nd all the details on our website www.cycgtb.com or 
contact Vice Commodore Butch Jones. Thank you and God Bless America.

If you have not been down to the beach at GTB yet to see our new Sun• sh Sailing Fleet, you are missing a fun 
time. Both adults and youth are enjoying sailing this fabulous boat which is the most popular and largest produc-
tion sailing boat of all time. This is considered a “wet” sailboat as you are likely to • ip the boat on its side from time 
to time, but it also sails fast and can turn fast. Novice sailors will have no problem learning to sail this vessel and 
experienced Sun• sh pros can make it zip through the water at amazing speeds. Check out the program at www.

cycsun• sh.com or come by the GTB beach on you next trip to the lake and try one out.

On July 4th, the CYC Of• cers and Board will conduct a • ag retirement ceremony. We need your worn or tattered US • ag which will be 
diposed of in a digni• ed and respectful manner. You can drop your • ags off for disposal at the GTB Chandlery or I will make arrange-
ments with you to pick up your old • ags and prepare them for disposal. Contact me at (573) 979-0441 or message me at v@vjones.us. 
You can also contact me through our website or social networks, www.cycgtb.com, www.cycforum.ning.com, or www.cycsun• sh.com.



From the Fleet Captain...
- Dave Rittenhouse, Fleet Captain

OFFICERS

Mark Sunderman
Commodore
marks9492@aol.com

Virgil “Butch” Jones
Vice Commodore
v@vjones.us

Pat Terry
Rear Commodore
jcruiseon@aol.com

Dave Rittenhouse
Fleet Captain
rrittenhouse@kaskaskia.edu

Kim Kraemer
Recording Secretary
info@grandrivers.com

Pat Jones
Treasurer
p@vjones.us

Sharon Brown
Historian
sharonbrown1090@gmail.com

Kim Ketter
Past Commodore
kim.ketter@agedwards.com

DIRECTORS

Pat Bumpus
bumpuslong@comcast.net

Jerry Carter
jcarter@fourrivershd.com

John Fiessinger
johnfiess@brtc.net

Diane Howard
dihoward@limbaughlaw.com

Rick Jewett
rjewett@jewettprinting.com

Emory Pence
emoryandsuzy@gmail.com

Bev Reed
bevreed@westernrivers.com

Stu Schwalm
stu@stumarltd.com

Duane Statler
Webmaster
dstatlerhome@yahoo.com
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The cruise season is off to a quick start. It seems like yesterday we announced 
the cruise schedule and the Blessing of the Fleet is already history. It was 
wonderful to see those that paraded and those that received the blessing at 
the piers. A total thirty-seven vessels made this another event to remember. As 
the vessels and captains were announced, cheers of support brought smiles of 
pride. You can view this special event at cycgtb.com or go to http://cycforum.
ning.com and select the Cruise Club. If you have not yet joined the cycforum.ning.com please do and we 
will keep you informed as this wonderful 2009 boating season unfolds.

What is next?

THIRD ANNUAL SMITH BAY BBQ
JUNE 6, 2009

CYCGTB.COM
THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO ALL BOATERS AND VESSELS

It is a beach party with entertainment so come early. We will set up by 1PM for beach volleyball or you can 
just swim, relax and enjoy the music. The location provides the opportunity to come by land or water. Our 
! eet taxi (Richard Ketter) will assist in transporting you from vessel to shore.

BBQ ribs and pulled pork served at 5PM. Please make your reservations early so we can purchase enough 
meat, paper plates, and plastic ware. Bring your favorite side dish to share and your drinks. To help cover 
the cost we will accept a $15 person donation at the BBQ. Stay all night or as long as you want. Most of all, 
please join us.

For your pleasure, we will set up a music system to provide the opportunity for you to play your favorite 
CD.

Form a group from your pier, with friends, family, or your beloved pets and compete to win the " rst ever...

BEACH PARTY TROPHY
What you will need:       Points

1. Bring a CD to which you will sing along  (Best sing a along) 20 Points
2. Dress to represent the song     20 Points
3. Create an entertaining dance or skit to use with your song  20 Points

Judging begins at 6PM

Help me assure enough BBQ

PLEASE RSVP BY JUNE 1ST
Contact me, R. David Rittenhouse at Fleet_Captain@cycgtb.com

Cell # 618-322-9312

Should weather conditions require, Pier 11 will serve as an alternate location
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Pat Terry, the “Mayor” of Pier 6, has joined the staff of Green Turtle Bay Yacht 
Sales as our Of• ce Manager.  Pat and her husband Jerry are residents of Grand 
Rivers and are very active in The Commonwealth Yacht Club.  The Terry’s have 
been long time customers of Green Turtle Bay.  Join us in welcoming Pat to 
Yacht Sales.
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Bill Huffman, V.P. Sales
bhuffman@greenturtlebay.com

cell 270.205.0035

PO Box 102
Grand Rivers, Kentucky 42045

mile Marker 31.7, Barkley Lake/Cumberland River

800.498.0428
270.362.4119

info@greenturtlebay.com
greenturtlebay.com

Green Turtle Bay Yacht Sales Boat of the Month

Vebbie Grif! th, Yacht Broker
vgrif! th@greenturtlebay.com

cell 270.205.0293

Jim Faughn, Sailboat Broker
jfaughn@greenturtlebay.com

cell 270.562-2685

Green Turtle Bay Yacht Sales 
offers one of the most popular 
cruisers ever produced. The 1989 
Hunter 37 Legend  is a nice, all 
around cruiser with excellent 
sailing qualities. Its advanced wing 
keel allows it moderate draft while 
retaining its performance. This 
model is one of the best built and 
best looking Hunter's produced. 
The lines for the hull and deck 
are low pro! le and sleek. The side 
decks are wide and there is a large 
comfortable cockpit. It has an ex-
tremely comfortable interior for a 
yacht of its size. This yacht is well 
equipped with roller furling for the 
main and Genoa, refrigeration, 
air-conditioning, and canvas. This 
is a very nice yacht and offers 
considerable value.

1989 Hunter 37’ 
Legend


